Forty-second session (1993)*

General recommendation X111 on the training of law enforcement
officials in the protection of human rights

1. In accordance with article 2, paragraph 1, of the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, States parties have undertaken that all public authorities and
public institutions, national and local, will not engage in any practice of racial discrimination; further,
States parties have undertaken to guarantee the rights listed in article 5 of the Convention to everyone
without distinction as to race, colour or national or ethnic origin.

2. The fulfilment of these obligations very much depends upon national law enforcement
officials who exercise police powers, especially the powers of detention or arrest, and upon whether
they are properly informed about the obligations their State has entered into under the Convention.
Law enforcement officials should receive intensive training to ensure that in the performance of their
duties they respect as well as protect human dignity and maintain and uphold the human rights of all
persons without distinction as to race, colour or national or ethnic origin.

3. In the implementation of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee calls upon States parties
to review and improve the training of law enforcement officials so that the standards of the
Convention as well as the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials (1979) are fully
implemented. They should also include respective information thereupon in their periodic reports.



